Minutes of the Fourth Session of the Maltese-Saudi Joint Committee

Riyadh 21/05/1445 AH corresponding to 05/12/2023 AD

In an effort to promote relations of friendship and cooperation, the Governments of the
Republic of Malta and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia held the fourth session of the
Maltese-Saudi Joint Committee in Riyadh during the period of 20-21/5/1445 AH
corresponding to 4-5/12/2023 AD.

The meeting was headed by His Excellency the Permanent Secretary at the Ministry for
Foreign and European Affairs and Trade, Mr. Christopher Cutajar from the Maltese side,
while the Saudi side was headed by His Excellency the Deputy Minister for Political
Affairs and the Acting Deputy Minister for Economic and Development Affairs,
Ambassador Dr. Saud bin Mohammed Al-Sati. Representatives of related ministries,
administration and government agencies from both countries participated in the work of
this session of the Joint Committee.

At the outset of the meeting, the chairs of the two sides expressed their satisfaction with
the level of relations and cooperation between them in various fields, and the role of this
committee in deepening relations and pushing them to broader horizons. They stressed
their governments' desire to continue strengthening these relations and to explore ways to
develop cooperation in all opportunities available in the two countries. The committee
discussed the topics on its agenda in the health, environment, water, agriculture,
transportation, logistics, infrastructure, capital projects, tourism, technology, research and
innovation, trade and investment, culture, crafts and heritage fields, and the following
recommendations were agreed upon:

First: Health Field:

The two sides emphasized strengthening cooperation in the health field. In this context,
the following recommendations were made:

1) Cooperating in the field of precision health care.
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2) Discussing the possibility of cooperation in the field of digital transformation and
artificial intelligence in the health field.

3) Exploring the possibility of joint international cooperation in antimicrobial
resistance.

4) Discussing ways of contracting with qualified medical personnel, especially
doctors, specialists in various fields, and qualified doctors and nurses.

5) Exploring the possibility of post-graduate training for doctors and other health care
professionals, including the exchange of skills and experiences.

6) Emphasizing Malta’s support for the Fourth High-Level Global Ministerial
Conference on Antimicrobial Resistance in 2024 at the technical and political level.

Second: Environment, Water and Agriculture Fields:

The two sides stressed the importance of strengthening of cooperation in a number of
environmental, water and agricultural fields. In this context, the following was
recommended:

1) Enhancing bilateral relations related to food security and discussing further
potential for the increase in the trade of food products.

2) Cooperating with the Maltese side in modern technologies in the fields of fish,
fisheries and preserving the marine environment.

3) Exchanging expericnces and exploring future possibility in the fields of
agriculture, fisheries and aquaculture.

4) Technical support on topics regarding the Geographical Information System
(GIS), and exchange of experiences in this field.

Third: Transportation, Logistics Services, Infrastructure, and Capital Projects
Fields:

The two sides emphasized enhancing cooperation in fields of transportation, logistics,
infrastructure, and capital projects, and in this context, the following recommendations
were made:

Page 2 of 7



1) The importance of activating the signed cooperation agreement in the field of
maritime transport between the two countries.

2) To explore the possibility of forming a Saudi-Maltese technical commitiee for
maritime transport and ports.

3) To initiate discussions towards the signing of a memorandum of understanding for
mutual recognition of seafarers’ certificates (Standards of Training, Certification,
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers “STCW?”).

4) Strengthening aspects of cooperation in all fields related to civil aviation, which
strengthen relations in a manner that serves the common interests between the two
countries.

5) Discussing the exchange of scholarships in the field of transport and maritime law
and organizing and planning courses in the core areas of maritime law, for example:
(law of the sea, drafting maritime legislation, marine environment protection, and
maritime security law).

6) Exploring the possibility of cooperation with the Malta Institute of International
Maritime Law, specifically with regard to training in the field of international
maritime law.

Fourth: Tourism Field:

The two sides stressed the importance of strengthening cooperation in the field of tourism,
and in this context, the following recommendation was made:

1) Cooperation and exchange of experiences in international marketing of tourist
destinations and development of tourism products.

Fifth: Education, Technology, Research and Innovation Fields:

The two sides emphasized strengthening cooperation in the fields of education,
technology, research and innovation, communications and information technology, and in
this context, the following recommendations were made:
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A. Education:

1) Activating the Memorandum of Scientific and Educational Cooperation signed
between the Ministry of Education of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
Ministry for Education and Employment of the Republic of Malta on 18/8/1439AH
corresponding to 4/5/2018 AD in the city of Valletta.

2) Encouraging direct scientific and educational relations between academic and
scientific research institutions in both countries.

3) Exploring opportunities to exchange scholarships between the two countries and
encouraging the Maltese side to benefit from the educational scholarships offered
by the government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Maltese students to study in
Saudi universities in all fields of study except medical specialties, and to urge
interested students to apply online through the unified platform “Study in Saudi
Arabia” according to available capabilities

4) Supporting teaching of the Arabic and Maltese languages in higher education
institutions in both countries.

5) Partnering with Technical and Vocational Training Corporation in Saudi Arabia to
offer MCAST programs in Saudi Arabia.

6) Higher education universities and institutions in Malta to provide training
opportunities for Saudi in Malta.

B. Technology, Research and Innovation:

1) Exchanging experiences of common interest in the fields of technology and
developing regulations and legislation that stimulate innovation.

2) Policies regulating the commercialization of innovations resulting from research,
development and innovation activities.

3) Building specialized national capabilities in research, development and innovation.

4) Encouraging and creating the appropriate environment for investment in the
research, development and innovation sector and stimulating its growth.

C. Communications and Information Technology:
1) Exploring areas of cooperation between institutions and bodies specialized in
communications, information technology, and digital economy.
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Sixth: Trade and Investment Fields:

The two sides stressed the importance of strengthening cooperation in the fields of trade
and investment, and in this context, the following recommendations were made:

A. Areas of Trade:

The two sides stressed the importance of strengthening bilateral trade relations and
increasing the volume of trade exchange, by enhancing bilateral work on the following:

1) Governmental communication between the two sides to learn about best practices
in commercial fields.

2) Considering the formation of a Maltese-Saudi Business Council which would hold
meetings periodically.

3) Exchanging visits between the private sectors in the two countries, participating in
fora held in both countries.

4) Exchanging information about business opportunities, clarifying their advantages,
incentives, and feasibility studies - if any.

B. Areas of Investment:

1) Encouraging private sector companies from both countries to consider investments
in the other country by presenting incentives, exchanging delegations’ visits, and
holding virtual meetings between both sides.

2) For the purposes of promoting investment between the two countries, exchanging
information about available investment opportunities of common interest with an
aim to study and develop them, and to link them with leading companies.

Seventh: Cultural Field:

The two sides emphasized strengthening cooperation in the ficlds of films, crafts,
knowledge sharing, and safeguarding and registration of crafts. In this context, the
following recommendations were made:
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A. Film Field:

1) Discussing cooperation with the Maltese side in attracting international films and
series, and promoting the film industry with focus on film festivals, film markets,
training, conferences, networking and distribution opportunities.

2) Discussing future collaboration between the two sides in co-production.

3) Discussing means of cooperation with regard to financial frameworks provided to
film producers and their requirements.

B. Craft Field:

1) Exploring ways to support development of handicrafts sector and training its
workers, especially in metal industries, textiles, woodwork, stone arts, and pottery.
2) Exploring means to enhance the creative sector for both sides in the field of crafts.

C. Knowledge Sharing:

1) Discussing the exchange of experiences and information regarding certificates in
the fields of handicrafts.

2) Discussing cooperation in special agreements to document extinct crafts and crafts
that are at risk of extinction.

3) Discussing the establishment of parinerships with entities in Malta in the fields of
arts, crafts, performing arts and heritage.

4) Discussing exchanging experiences, transferring knowledge, and training programs
in the field of traditional and performing arts.

D. Safeguarding of Crafts:

1) Discussing possible ways to safeguard national crafts.
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E. Registration of Crafts:

1) Exchanging experiences regarding building databases to classify crafts and
craftsmen.

2) Exchanging experiences in the field of supporting and empowering craftsmen.

F. Underwater Cultural Heritage Field:

1) Exploring cooperation in Underwater Cultural Heritage.

At the end of the meeting, the two chairs of the committee expressed their aspiration to
achieve the aforementioned recommendations in various fields in a way that contributes
to strengthening and expanding the scope of cooperation between the two countries.
Moreover, they praised the efforts of the participants in the works of this session and
agreed to hold the fifth session of the Maltese-Saudi Joint Committee in Malta, provided
that the appropriate date for the two sides will be determined later through diplomatic
channels.

Signed in the city of Riyadh on 21/05/1445 AH corresponding to 05/ 12/2023.

For The Saudi side
Dr. Saud bin Mohammed Al-Sati

Deputy Minister for Political Affairs

Acting Deputy Minister for
Economic and Development Affairs

For The Maltese side
Christopher Cutajar

" | prong

Permanent Secreta&y for 'the
Ministry for Foreign, European
Affairs & Trade
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